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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ABERDEEN 

December 12, 2021 at 10 am 
Third Sunday in Advent 

 
PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP  

ISAIAH 12:2-6 

2 “Behold, God is my salvation; 
    I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the Lord God is my strength and my song, 
    and he has become my salvation.” 
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the Lord, 
    call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples, 
    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 “Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
    let this be made known in all the earth. 
6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

 
HYMN #63 - AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD 

1 As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most glorious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led to Thee. 

2 As with joyful steps they sped 
To that lowly manger bed, 

There to bend the knee before 
Him whom heaven and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger rude and bare; 

So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 

4 Holy Jesus, every day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 

And, when earthly things are past, 
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Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 

NEHEMIAH 8:9-10 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not 
mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he 
said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone 
who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength.” 
 

ROMANS 14:17-19 

17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and 
approved by men. 19 So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 

 

THE CORPORATE CONFESSION - THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and  buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  ascended into 

heaven and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*catholic means universal 
 

HYMN #28 - GOOD CHRISTIANS FRIENDS REJOICE 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 

Give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 

Ox and ass before Him bow, 
And He is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice, 
With heart, and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven's door, 
And we are blest forevermore. 
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Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice, 
With heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave: 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all, 

To gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 

 
THE READING AND PROCLAMATION OF SCRIPTURE 

Sermon: “The Joy of the Lord is Our Strength” - Pastor Dave Emery 
 

PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LOVE WITH OUR OFFERINGS 

The ceramic jars in the offering plates are designated for the Deacons’ fund.  Our deacons 
provide care, support, and financial assistance to those in the congregation in need. 

** OFFERTORY MUSIC – INSTRUMENTAL ** 
 

HYMN #41 - O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 

2 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 
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Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest! [Refrain] 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  
HYMN #40 - JOY TO THE WORLD 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the world, the Savior reigns: 
Let us our songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
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