Worship at First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, April 19,2026 at 10 am

Jesus said: “I have given you an example to follow.” (John 13:15)
“Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.” (1 John 2:6)

PRELUDE

WELCOME

HYMN #138: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blesséd Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see,
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blesséd Trinity!

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PASSING THE PEACE, PRAYERS FOR THE CONGREGATION

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

Let us turn our hearts toward Christ—
the One who is gentle and humble in heart,
full of grace and truth,
rich in mercy and steadfast in love.

He is the servant who kneels to wash feet,
the shepherd who seeks the lost,
the Savior who gave himself for the life of the world.

In him we see the fullness of God’s love—
a love that calls us, shapes us, and sends us.

So let us not only look to Jesus, but follow him—
to walk in his ways,
to love as he loves,

to become imitators of the One who has called us.



We desire to bear his likeness in our lives,
to reflect his mercy, his purity, his peace.

For our God is the One who blesses—
who turns the world’s values upside down
and reveals the life that is truly life.

We come, today, to receive his blessing,
and to learn again what it means to be blessed.

Come, then—
let us worship the God who meets us in Christ,
who forms us in his likeness,
and who fills us with his life.

HYMN #276: GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;
As Thou hast been Thou forever will be.

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;
All'I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. [Refrain]

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON
(You are invited to join in unison with the pastor, or to follow along in silence)

Merciful God,
we confess that we do not know Jesus Christ as we ought.
We hear his words, yet fail to take them to heart.
We glimpse his glory, yet do not linger in his presence.
We confess that our understanding is partial,
our attention divided,
our love for him too often faint.

We confess, as well, that we do not follow Christ as we should.
He calls us to take up our cross, yet we choose what is easy.
He teaches us to love our enemies, yet we cling to resentment.



He shows us the way of humility, yet we seek recognition and control.
He embodies mercy, yet we are slow to forgive and quick to judge.

In your mercy, forgive us.
Cleanse us from our sin, renew us by your grace,
and draw us more deeply into the knowledge and love of your Son.

By your Spirit,
conform our lives to his likeness,
that we may follow where he leads and live to the glory of your name.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

After corporate prayer we will have a few moments of silence for personal confession.

BEHOLD WHAT MANNER OF LOVE

Behold what manner of love
The Father has given unto us;
Behold what manner of love
The Father has given unto us:

That we should be called
The children of God;
That we should be called
The children of God.
(Sing through twice)

“Behold What Manner of Love” by Patricia Van Tine.
© 1978 CCCM Music; Universal Music-Brentwood Benson Publishing; CCLI License # 1680430.

READING AND PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD

Sermon: “The Blessed Life, Lived Before Us”
Matthew 5:1-12
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them.
He said:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.



9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your
reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.

Philippians 2:5-11
You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.

6 Though he was God,
he did not think of equality with God
as something to cling to.

" Instead, he gave up his divine privileges;
he took the humble position of a slave
and was born as a human being.

When he appeared in human form,
8 he humbled himself in obedience to God
and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

9 Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor
and gave him the name above all other names,

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

RESPONDING TO GOD’S LOVE WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The metal basket in the offering plate is for gifts to support
our deacons’ provision of care, support, and financial assistance to those in need.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

MAY THE MIND OF CHRIST MY SAVIOR

May the mind of Christ, my Savior,
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and pow’r controlling
All I do and say.



May the Word of God dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see | triumph
Only through His pow'r.

May the peace of God, my Father,
Rule my life in everything,
That | may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing.

May the love of Jesus fill me
As the waters fill the sea.
Him exalting, self-abasing:
This is victory.

May we run the race before us,
Strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus
As we onward go.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

CALENDAR

TODAY  Sunday Worship (10:00 in the Sanctuary)

Tuesday, April 21  Tuesday Crew (9:00-11:30)
Worship at Channel Point (10:30)
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group (1:00 pm)

Wednesday, April 22 Quilting Group (10:30-2:30)
Saturday, April 25  Feast for All (5:00-7:00)

Sunday, April 26  Choir Practice (9:00 in the Parlor)
Sunday Worship (10:00 in the Sanctuary)

LOOKING AHEAD  New sermon series on the Holy Spirit beginning on May 3
Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast: May 10
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copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation.
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