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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ABERDEEN 

September 12, 2021 at 10 am 

Beginning the Book Series: The Prodigal God 
 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP  

1 CORINTHIANS 15:10 

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is 
with me. 

 
HYMN #476 - O WORSHIP THE KING, ALL GLORIOUS ABOVE! 

1 O worship the King, all glorious above! 
O gratefully sing God's power and God's love; 
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

2 O tell of God's might, O sing of God's grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 

His chariots of heaven the deep thunderclouds form, 
And bright is God's path on the wings of the storm. 

3 The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

4 Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

5 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 
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THE CORPORATE CONFESSION - THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and  
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he  
ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*catholic means universal 

 
HYMN - HOW DEEP THE FATHER'S LOVE FOR US 

1 how deep the father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 

That he should give his only son 
To make a wretch his treasure 

How great the pain of searing loss 
The father turns his face away 

As wounds which mar the chosen one 
Bring many sons to glory 

 
2 behold the man upon a cross 

My sin upon his shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held him there 

Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished 
 

3 i will not boast in anything 
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 
But i will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 
Why should i gain from his reward 

I cannot give an answer 
But this i know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 
 

 (CCLI# 1558110 | CCLI License # 1680430) 
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THE READING AND PROCLAMATION OF SCRIPTURE 

Sermon: “Outlandish Grace” - Pastor Dave Emery 

LUKE 15:11-24 

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his 
property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless 
living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to[a] one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the 
pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have 
more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, 
and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he 
arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 
felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’[b] 22 But the father said to his servants,[c] ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it 
on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LOVE WITH OUR OFFERINGS 

The ceramic jars in the offering plates are designated for the Deacons’ fund.  Our deacons 
provide care, support, and financial assistance to those in the congregation in need. 

** OFFERTORY MUSIC – INSTRUMENTAL ** 

 
HYMN #280 - AMAZING GRACE (VERSES 1,2,3,5) 

1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

2 ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 

3 Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 

’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25595a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25601b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25602c
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5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
HYMN #485 - TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

1 To God be the glory, great things He hath done! 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

Refrain 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 

And give Him the glory: great things He hath done. 

2 Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain] 

 
BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

 

* * The flowers today are shared in honor of Elsie Evans, remembering with gratitude her 
many gifts and contributions to our community and our church family.* * 
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