
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ABERDEEN

March 26, 2023 at 10 am

“God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors.
So it was God who sent me here, not you!” (Genesis 45:7-8)

PRELUDE

WELCOME

* HYMN #398: “THERE’S A SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT”

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,
And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord;
There are sweet expressions on each face,

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord.

Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love.

And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;
Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived,

When we shall leave this place.

There are blessings you cannot receive
Till you know Him in His fullness and believe;

You're the one to profit when you say,
“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PASSING THE PEACE, PRAYERS FOR THE CONGREGATION

* HYMN #85: “WHATWONDROUS LOVE IS THIS”

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul,

To bear the heavy cross for my soul!

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing;

To God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing;

While millions join the theme, I will sing!

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on;

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be,
And through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on.

And through eternity I’ll sing on.
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CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER (unison)

Holy and loving God,
as we worship you today,

we long for your Spirit to both comfort and challenge us,
to help us becomemore holy and more loving.

We confess before you our own sinfulness;
we have hungered after that which does not satisfy;

we have compromised with evil;
we have doubted your power to protect us.

Forgive our lack of faith; have mercy on our weakness.
In a world that does not understand repentance,

we pray for new understanding, humility, patience, and discipline
that will help us die to sin and live for Jesus.

Amen.

* HYMN #78: “ALAS AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED”

Alas! And did my Savior bleed,
And did my Sovereign die!

Would He devote that sacred head
For sinners such as I!

Was it for crimes that I had done
He suffered on the tree?

Amazing pity! Grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide,
And shut its glories in,

When Christ, the great Redeemer, died
For human creatures' sin.

But drops of grief can ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe;

Here, Lord, I give my self away;
’Tis all that I can do.

THE READING AND PROCLAMATION OF SCRIPTURE

Sermon: “Joseph: Good from Evil”

Genesis 37:2–11

This is the account of Jacob and his family. When Joseph was seventeen years old, he often
tended his father’s flocks. He worked for his half brothers, the sons of his father’s wives
Bilhah and Zilpah. But Joseph reported to his father some of the bad things his brothers
were doing.

  3 Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other children because Joseph had been
born to him in his old age. So one day Jacob had a special gift made for Joseph—a beautiful
robe. 4 But his brothers hated Joseph because their father loved him more than the rest of
them. They couldn’t say a kind word to him.
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5 One night Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers about it, they hated
him more than ever. 6 “Listen to this dream,” he said. 7 “We were out in the field, tying up
bundles of grain. Suddenly my bundle stood up, and your bundles all gathered around and
bowed low before mine!”

8 His brothers responded, “So you think you will be our king, do you? Do you actually
think you will reign over us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dreams and
the way he talked about them.

9 Soon Joseph had another dream, and again he told his brothers about it. “Listen, I
have had another dream,” he said. “The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed low before me!”

10 This time he told the dream to his father as well as to his brothers, but his father
scolded him. “What kind of dream is that?” he asked. “Will your mother and I and your
brothers actually come and bow to the ground before you?” 11 But while his brothers were
jealous of Joseph, his father wondered what the dreams meant.

Genesis 46:1–7

So Jacob set out for Egypt with all his possessions. And when he came to Beersheba, he
offered sacrifices to the God of his father, Isaac. 2 During the night God spoke to him in a
vision. “Jacob! Jacob!” he called.

“Here I am,” Jacob replied.
3 “I am God, the God of your father,” the voice said. “Do not be afraid to go down to

Egypt, for there I will make your family into a great nation. 4 I will go with you down to
Egypt, and I will bring you back again. You will die in Egypt, but Joseph will be with you to
close your eyes.”

5 So Jacob left Beersheba, and his sons took him to Egypt. They carried him and their
little ones and their wives in the wagons Pharaoh had provided for them. 6 They also took
all their livestock and all the personal belongings they had acquired in the land of Canaan.
So Jacob and his entire family went to Egypt—7 sons and grandsons, daughters and
granddaughters—all his descendants.

Genesis 50:15–20

Now that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers became fearful. “Now Joseph will show
his anger and pay us back for all the wrong we did to him,” they said.

16 So they sent this message to Joseph: “Before your father died, he instructed us 17 to
say to you: ‘Please forgive your brothers for the great wrong they did to you—for their sin
in treating you so cruelly.’ So we, the servants of the God of your father, beg you to forgive
our sin.” When Joseph received the message, he broke down and wept. 18 Then his brothers
came and threw themselves down before Joseph. “Look, we are your slaves!” they said.

19 But Joseph replied, “Don’t be afraid of me. Am I God, that I can punish you? 20 You
intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I
could save the lives of many people.
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LOVEWITH OUR OFFERINGS

The metal basket in the offering plate is for gifts to support
our deacons’ provision of care, support, and financial assistance to those in need.

CHOIR: “I GIVE MY SONG”

* DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

* HYMN #399: “TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE” (verses 1–2, 4–6)

Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.

Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love.

Take my feet, and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee,
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my silver and my gold;
Not a mite would I withhold;

Take my intellect, and use
Every power as Thou shalt choose,
Every power as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it Thine;
It shall be no longer mine.

Take my heart, it is Thine own;
It shall be Thy royal throne,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store.

Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee,
Ever, only, all for Thee.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ABERDEEN

420 N Broadway, Aberdeen, WA 98520

Pastor Chuck Guth (cell) 847.800.7119
(office) 360.532.1331

email: chuck@aberdeenpres.org

Church Office: 360.532.1330 email: office@aberdeenpres.org

Office Hours: 10 am – 2 pm (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri)

Caretaker Hours: 9:00 – 1:00 (Mon, Tues, Wed; plus additional intermittent hours)

Tuesday Crew Facility Maintenance: 9 am – 1 pm (Tues)

WEBSITE: ABERDEENPRES.ORG

CALENDAR

Sunday, Mar 26 Youth Group (4:30 pm)

Wednesday Mar 29 Lent Coffee & Study (1:00 pm);
Lent Soup & Study (6:00 pm)

Sunday, April 2

Tuesday, April 4

Palm Sunday Service (10:00)

Worship at Channel Point (10;30)

Thursday, April 6 Maundy Thursday (6:00 for meal; 6:30 for service)

Sunday, April 9 EASTER Service (10:00)
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