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First Presbyterian Church of Aberdeen  
Third Sunday of Advent - Joy  

December 13, 2020  

Prelude  
Welcome and Announcements  

The Call to Worship  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is  the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not  
despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from 
every  form of evil.  

23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 
spirit  and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 

He who  calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.  

The Song of Praise - #309 Of the Father's Love Begotten  

1 Of the Father’s love begotten,  
Ere the worlds began to be,  

He is Alpha and Omega,  
He the source, the ending He,  

Of the things that are, that have been,  
And that future years shall see,  

Evermore and evermore!  

2 O ye heights of heaven adore Him;  
Angel hosts, His praises sing;  

Powers, dominions, bow before Him,  
And extol our God and King;  

Let no tongue on earth be silent,  
Every voice in concert ring,  
Evermore and evermore!  

3 Christ, to Thee with God the Father,  
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee,  

Hymn and chant with high thanksgiving,  
And unwearied praises be:  
Honor, glory, and dominion,  

And eternal victory,  
Evermore and evermore!  

Amen.  

Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 
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The Corporate Confession - The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  

he ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints, 
the  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  

*catholic means universal  

The Reading and Proclamation of Scripture – Pastor Dave 

Emery “Who Are You; a Prophet?”  

John 1:6-8,19-28  

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to  
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light,  
but came to bear witness about the light.  

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from  
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but  
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”  
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to  
him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 
say  about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make  straight[a]the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”  

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you  
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered  
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he 
who  comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These 
things  took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  

The Song of Reflection - #9 O Come O Come Emmanuel  

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear.  

Refrain  
Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

2 O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer  
Our spirits by Thine advent here;  
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Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death's dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain)  

3 O come, Desire of nations, bind  
All peoples in one heart and mind;  
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease;  

Fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain) 

Prayer  

The Closing Hymn - #31 Hark the Herald Angels Sing  

1 Hark! The herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King.  

Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled!"  

Joyful, all ye nations rise,  
Join the triumph of the skies;  

With the angelic host proclaim,  
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  

Refrain  
Hark! the herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King!"  

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored,  
Christ the everlasting Lord!  

Late in time, behold Him come,  
Offspring of the virgin's womb.  

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
Hail the incarnate Deity,  

Pleased in flesh with us to dwell,  
Jesus our Emmanuel.  

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all He brings,  

Risen with healing in His wings.  
Mild He lays His glory by,  

Born that we no more may die.  
Born to raise us from the earth,  

Born to give us second birth.  

Benediction and Postlude 
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You are invited! 

 


