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First Presbyterian Church of Aberdeen 
Fourth Sunday of Advent - Hope 

December 20, 2020 
 

Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

 The Call to Worship 
 

Romans 16:25-27 

25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made 
known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! 
Amen. 
 

The Song of Praise - #23 Angels We Have Heard on High 

1 Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 

Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle 
 

The Corporate Confession - The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*catholic means universal 
 

The Reading and Proclamation of Scripture – Pastor Dave Emery 
 

“Hopefully” 
 

Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed[a] to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”[b] 29 But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”[c] 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born[d] will be 
called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
servant[e] of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed 
from her. 
 

The Song of Reflection - #308 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem 

1 O sing a song of Bethlehem, 
Of shepherds watching there, 

And of the news that came to them 
From angels in the air: 

The light that shone on Bethlehem 
Fills all the world today; 

Of Jesus’ birth and peace on earth 
The angels sing alway. 

2 O sing a song of Nazareth, 
Of sunny days of joy, 

O sing of fragrant flowers’ breath, 
And of the sinless Boy; 

For now the flowers of Nazareth 
In every heart may grow; 

Now spreads the fame of His dear Name 
On all the winds that blow. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A26-38&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24912a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A26-38&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24913b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A26-38&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24919c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A26-38&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24920d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A26-38&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24923e
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3 O sing a song of Galilee, 
Of lake and woods and hill, 

Of Him who walked upon the sea 
And bade the waves be still: 

For though, like waves on Galilee, 
Dark seas of trouble roll, 

When faith has heard the Master’s word, 
Falls peace upon the soul. 

4 O sing a song of Calvary, 
Its glory and dismay; 

Of Him who hung upon the tree, 
And took our sins away: 

For He who died on Calvary 
Is risen from the grave, 

And Christ, our Lord, by heaven adored, 
Is mighty now to save. 

 

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 

The Closing Hymn - #41 O Come All Ye Faithful 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 

 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

2 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all 

Glory in the highest! [Refrain] 
 

Benediction and Postlude 
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You are Invited! 

 

 


