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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ABERDEEN 

Ash Wednesday 
March 2, 2022 at 6:30 pm 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Let us pray. 
 

Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion 
of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not always loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 

always loved our neighbors as ourselves. Too often we have not forgiven others as we have 
been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness: 
The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,  

we confess to you, O God. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other people,  
we confess to you, O God. 

 

Our anger at our own frustration and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 
we confess to you, O God. 

 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, 
 and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

we confess to you, O God. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 
we confess to you, O God. 

 

Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done.  For our neglect of human 
need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,  

accept our repentance, O God. 
 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 
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accept our repentance, O God. 
 

For our waste and pollution of your creation and our lack of concern for those who come 
after us, accept our repentance, O God. 

 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. Favorably hear us, O God, for your 
mercy is great.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

We know that if we confess our sins God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Amen 

 
HYMN #78 - ALAS AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED 

1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
And did my Sovereign die! 

Would He devote that sacred head 
For sinners such as I! 

2 Was it for crimes that I had done 
He suffered on the tree? 

Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut its glories in, 

When Christ, the great Redeemer, died 
For human creatures' sin. 

4 But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give my self away; 
’Tis all that I can do. 

 
THE READING AND PROCLAMATION OF SCRIPTURE 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:20-6:10 

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

6 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in 
vain. 2 For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 
    and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no obstacle 
in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God 
we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by 
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purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, 
and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 
left; 8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as 
impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we 
live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 

 

MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21 

6 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 
them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to 
you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 

16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 
that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may 
not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust[e] destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

BRIEF HOMILY 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

PRAYER 
 

HYMN #370 - JUST AS I AM WITHOUT ONE PLEA 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23302e
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3 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

4 Just as I am, Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down; 

Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 
COMMUNION 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 

DEPART IN SILENCE 
  

INVITATION TO PRAY 
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